June 27, 1955
Monday Morning

Dearest Folks,

I seem to always write my le tters out on the sunny porch in the morning, but this is the most
pleasant time of day now that its winter and the outdopys is warmer than the house, Thep
days are quite warm when the sun isjeut, bat it is really cold every morning and every nite,
I know I've said this before s but the temperature change is so great --we have now passed the
shortest day of the year now so our d ays will start getting longer, new.

Major is sitting by me sunning himself and Mickie is busy chasing birds s which she does all day

longe The cat is asleep --it alwavs slecps wwawsw 211 day Iong and only comes around to be friend
ly when its supper time -- when all the animals eat -- once a day,

Peggy is standing by the card table trying to figure out how this works and nearly
mad with her poking and her prodding while T =m trying to write. She thi
she pnches the Tab and the carriace goes flying across,

As Bob has writtem you we had a wonderful waeetion. It was rather rushed, b
except that we wuld haveliked to have stayed every place mueh longers The falls are all that
has been said about them, They are simpky breath taking ——-ww much water and Spgypy that we
could only comprehend their sig- by flying over them at a fai¥ly low altitude, None of our
ddeutres will really show they trememdous size. They say if you go there when the water is very
low (in thg Soring (Oct.) or at least before the rains that they are so low there is mrdly
my rainforest =~ ane very little sPray so that Jou can see them -~ and even take canoce trips

ut to an island on the ed ‘ge --—~would like to see them at &hat state s but doub2t I'd have
lerve to ride in a canoe M A aear e wlge, i

ut not too much so

d walked around and then had tes —w. with monkeys coming down grabbing, i
'its of cake oud of your hand —-—- or behind your back., You can imagine how we had to hold on to
egey and Jan in the boat - always wanting %o reach out and’ touch the water ——--T will have nigh
ares for years over they falling into the river or into the waterfalls,

uring the boat trip we saw two hippos and one crock,. They say you usually see a lot of animals
ut the river was too full at this time, In Places around the fallg themselves the baboons will
me and sit on your car, or if you are out walking around and have any package that looks 1like
andy or other food youshave to hold on tight or hide &t as they will try to steal it from you,
1ere is a s mall geme reserve (only 30 acres) on the bakks of the river where we went oneas
fternoon. There was a Wildebeast and a Zebra in the road —m- they just wouldndst get off the

>ad, so we start ' around them v or; lowly -= 811 of a sudden the Zebra ran over to the car

1 Bob's side and put his wvhole hezd through the window wiih his mouth wide open and saliva
“ipping 41 over Beob's suite We almost never got rid of him ~—v =3 preswn’ag,d that he was beggoine
r  foodse Ve later learned that he comes up to 211 cars like thaet begzing for cigarettes.,
remeber that his teeth were stained and horrible s SO guess that's why. Be scared Jan and Peggy
+ death, though he was quite harmless ,he was rather terrifying, Another curious visitor was the

rt hogs You know how ugly they are and in the Kruger Park are the shyest of animals., Well we

¥ one and heg looked quite tame so B ob got out his cemera and propped df on the window to
ap it when here came the hoe so close That Bob couldn't get him in focus -~ he also was on ;"
s hind legs“$rying to get a look at us ugly humans. e never got a pimwirg picture of him e |
en Bob would back the c=p up to get away from him he would follow and Jump up as soon as we stop-- /
B 3 "

r

t back to the fails The hotel we staved in was the best we've founc in Afrieca,., The § ;
Wer Al and we nea:r‘iy ate ourselves sick and are both dieting like mag NOW. _ fzélgﬁfjmgﬁié"‘%ﬂ?ﬁ
10ve\evor meighed —- 135 (exc pt when pregnant A s you know tea is a british custo ;



/
and as all hotels work on the E uropean plan here (2ll meals and 3 teas included in bill)
we had tea whenever we hesppered to be in the hotel at t ea time -~ for morning tea they wonld
bring scones (like sweet baking powder biscuits made with eggs ) served cold“=54™in’the afterncor
it was not uncommon for them to bring a plateful fMZ of miniature sandwiches and several big
pieces of layer cakes.

We hiked ourselves to death there, not to mention what we put the children through as we didn™t
take Grace along. A s I said, this place is terrifying as well as beautiful., There are no
g vard rails of any kind anywhere and one could just walk off into the chasm, or into the calm
peacful river above which just suddenly drops off into space. The spray fan be seen for miles
and the roar is deafening, I don % have any ¥ idea how it compares to niagra —== I imagine one
of the big differences is the tack of dindustrialization around Victoria Falls, There is one
\\3 foot pipe from which power is captured =y-no doubt 21l the farms in the viecinity are without
electricity (this isn't a fack - for 3. don t really know -— its just my guess) Iivingstone is
i ﬁt\i{?s away and is a tiny 1ittle town —- ®ith a big wide main streets (Bulawayo (275 miles
Soutk’ is a big propserous city). Also Salisbury to the North (I thinkg i%s north) The falls
excpet for the tweirdwmew bridge and crmping grounds and occasion2l wigem simms "Bye};@%g'of
Wild A nimals" must be the same as when Livingstone discovered them a hundredd” Spesaking of the
signs "Beware of Wild A nimals " .-= we thought instead they should have said "Beware of Falling
In" etce For the only wild animals we sag near the Falls were monkeys and Baboons =—-= and
the falls themselves seeméd a lot more dangerous than the animals

|

L/
We went m}ho Livingtone to the museum -=-- they are having a contenisl celebration of the fd 1s
discovery ' amddfave made a Livingbtone museum ¢ ollecting things far and wide from his
relatives, other museums , etc. much of which will have to be returned to the original owners,
It is a wonderful collection and so much more interesting all togeter +than it would be if

separated.

They also had a nmuseum showing the development of man, as A frica is supposed to be the birth
place of man-- It is a wonderful place -- we discovemed one exhibit which was attributed to the
discoveries of Professor Dart Incidentally did you see the article mentioning him in Time agai
last week ——~ I think it was the one with Walter R.uetﬁer on ite A nyway last monday

under scicnces Thwe tsted —fizp~7fes d&cr - Y r Mntiny oo Felm S il .

Galen ceame down yesterday to tell me he had had a letter from you Mother and how thrilled iniw

he was to have those new stamps. He and his family are accompanying Prof., Dart on a n
Mthropological expidetion which will last for about 2 months == it is also in comnection I
think with the Centenial yesr of Liw{ngstone's discovery, T hey will visit bushmen caves 3

. Zimbawbe, in yanga, the motopos, 4] over northern rhodesia and on up into the congoe.
This de.gje would love to see more of Africa. Mnyway Galen

-0 ips, etc, If fe does you must know that his does this

ol money. He getsToNamedl o1Towle™and is very tight with his money -- Has

our way %o the
and a few otler T

which was ve®y inte

alls we visited the Motopes and saw the large granite hill where Cecil Rhodes
ous 5-A Fricans "4 P B Ao We' aleb walked 2 miles to see a bushman cove

ting evesn thouch kids were yelting, ;
Coming back home we spent the night at zimbabwe which was just Pascinst

see our pictures of it to be impressed with it though, :

,You will have to
Yell, its time to hgo get Jan now s S0 will bring this to 2 closk,
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